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the "mainland, forming the southern point of the small port
.and bay of Ver&waL" This name I take to be the same as
El&pura or Elawar, which, by a transposition that is very
common in India, would become Erdwal. Thus Nar-sinh has
become Ran*si, and Ranod is used indifferently with Narod,
but we have still more striking instance in the change from the
ancient Vftrul to the modern Elur or Elora. Now Patan
Sonmith was famous for a temple of Siva, which enshrined a
figure of the god bearing a crescent on the head as Somndth, or
the "lord of the moon." This appellation was therefore the
proper name of the temple, and not of the city, which I con-
clude must have been Elapura or Erawal in modern VerdwaL

The earliest notice that we possess of Somnith is contained
in the brief account of the successful campaign of Mahmdd of
Ghazni. According to Ferishta1 the fortified city of Somnith
was situated "on a narrow peninsula, washed on three sides by
the sea/' It was the residence of the Raja, and Naharw&a (a
transposition of Anqlwta,) was then only "a frontier city of
Gujarat." This agrees with the native histories, which place
the close of the Chaura dynasty of Analwara in S. S98, or A, D.
941, when the sovereignty passed into the hands of the
ChMukya prince Mula Raja, who became the paramount ruler
of Somnith and Analwara.

After the time of Mahmftd, Somnath would appear to have
been abandoned by its rulers in favour of Analwdra, which is
mentioned as the capital of Gujarat in the time of Muhammad
Ghori and his successor Aibeg.8 It was still the .capital of the
kingdom in A. H. 697, to A. D. 1297, when the country was
invaded by the army of Ala-ud-din Muhammad Khilji, which
occupied Nahrwala or Analw&w and annexed the province to
the empire of Delhi.

1.    Briggs's translation! i, 69,
2.    JW&,L179.194.